
THE DESTINY OF rut NEW TEST AMENT CHURCH

Since the New Testament Church is the Body of Christ and not the
denomination(s) of men, it's installation on earth is broader than what a single
calendar date defines.

THE ORIGIN: It was foreordained in God's eternal plan and purpose-
Ephesians 3:9-11. Thus the New Testament Church existed in God's eternal plan
before the world began. It will also continue on into eternity future as the Bride of
Christ (in the Rapture and from then on)

THE SUBSTANCE OF: God sent John the Baptist to prepare a people for
Jesus- Luke 1:17. Jesus took these prepared people and set them in His Body (the
local church) as its first members. The substance (prepared people) and Christ, were
all identified together through the Baptist baptism of John, the New Testament
covenant seal: "One Lord, one faith, one baptism" Ephesians 4:4-6

THE DEFINITION OF: Christ brought the substance (prepared people)
together unto being members of His Body (the local church He built), and equipped
it with its ordinances and practices during His earthly ministry.

THE HEAD: God only gave Christ to be the Head over all things to the
church, His body, Ephesians 1:22,23 Ephesians 5 :23-33

THE INAUGURATION OF: At Jesus' crucifixion, the Levitical order (Old
Testament) was disannulled and the New Testament was put in force by the death of
the Testator (Jesus Christ), Hebrews 7-9 Luke 22:20

THE GREAT COMMISSION: Matthew 28:18-20 after His resurrection and
before His ascension.

THE EMPOWERMENT OF: With the coming ofthe Comforter, I.e., the
new role for the Holy Ghost in church capacity, Acts 1:8 (Acts 2) Christ personally
gave spiritual gifts to the Apostles during His earthly ministry. All others after His
ascension have them bestowed through the Comforter- I Corinthians 12

THE PERPETUITY OF: Matthew 16:18 28:20 The Body of Christ (local
New Testament Churches with Baptist baptism) descending from the One Jesus
built, will continue on earth until they are all removed in the Rapture.

THE RAPTURE AND MARRIAGE OF THE CHURCH: At the Rapture, all
the local New Testament Churches will become one as the Bride of Christ, for
marriage to the Lamb of God, to eternally reign with Him in the New Jerusalem.

NEW TEST AMENT CHURCHES, AND THE BRIDE OF CHRIST

A MARRIAGE CONSISTS OF A BRIDE & BRIDEGROOM: Ephesians
5:31,32 Marriage is inclusively and exclusively a husband and wife. It is as broad, 2
persons, as it is narrow, 2 persons.

So it is with N.T. Churches, Ephesians 5:23. CHRIST IS THE HEAD,v22,23. The
Head is no broader and no narrower than Christ.
I
THE MEMBERS, ARE THE BODY OF THE LOCAL CHURCH: I Corinthians 12
v18-27 a local congregation of baptized believers, joined together by God with Christ
as their Head. Just as a marriage is no broader than it is narrow- consisting of a
husband and wife, a New Testament Church is no broader than it is narrow, with
Christ as the Head, and the local members being the Body.

MARRIAGES ARE IDENTIFIABLE. It is a man and his wife, duly and lawfully
joined together, no broader than what they are and no narrower than what they are .

. Scripturally speaking, a marriage is what God designed it to be and what He
, recognizes in heaven. We don't broaden marriage out to include other things that
just resemble a marriage. You can tie two bales of straw together, but that doesn't
I make a marriage just because they've tied the knot!

SO ARE NEW TEST AMENT CHURCHES IDENTIFIABLE. Just as a husband
identifies his own wife, Christ identifies His local church- Ephesians 5 :23-27
-To say that New Testament Churches are broader than what can be identified in the

I scriptures, is like saying a wife includes things beyond what the husband can
identify.
-Christ does not recognize anything that calls itself His church, unless it is according
to the authority of God's Word, Matthew 7:21-23 The New Testament Church is no
broader than what is identified in God's Word. When what is broad is not the same
as what is narrow, it is not what the narrow is- cp.v13,14 See Matthew 24:4,5,11
there are many who are broader than what the scripture narrows things down to be-
Luke 13:23,24

BIBLICAL BAPTISM PLACES ONE INTO THE LOCAL CHURCH, THE BODY
OF CHRIST. Acts 2:41 I Corinthians 12:13 Romans 6:3 Galatians 3:27
-Biblical Baptism has a Biblical identity: John 1:6,33 Matthew 3: 1
-The Head, Jesus Christ, recognized and identified with this baptism, to "fulfill all
righteousness" Matthew 3: 13-17
-Those who accepted the counsel of God, identified with and were baptized of the
baptism of John (Baptist baptism) Luke 7:29,30
-Baptist baptism was the baptism of the Apostles, Acts 1:5,22 They administered the
baptism they had received, John 4:2 Christ made His New Testament Church the
agent of this same Baptist baptism before His ascension, Matthew 28:19,20



THE ETERNAL ASPECT OF THE NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH.
-Foreordained in God's eternal plan & purpose: Ephesians 3:9-11
-Prepared for by John the Baptist: Luke 1:17
-Built by Christ; given it's ordinances, gifts, procedures, commission by Christ
before His ascension, Matthew 16 - 28
-Empowered & sent forth by the Holy Spirit: Acts 1:8 book of Acts, etc.
-Promised perpetuity until Jesus would come and remove the saints at the rapture:
Matthew 16:18 Matthew 28:20
-At the rapture, N.T. Churches of all ages become the bride of Christ.

SO, WHAT IS INCLUSIVELY & EXCLUSIVELY NEW TESTAMENT
CHURCHES HERE ON EARTH, IS WHAT WILL INCLUSIVELY &
EXCLUSIVEL Y MAKE UP THE BRIDE OF CHRIST IN HEAVEN.
-Consider: Old Testament Saints were not a part of any New Testament Church;
people who will be saved out of the Tribulation Period (a great multitude- Revelation
7:9-17) are not a part of the New Testament Church; plus there are some saved
people who are not members of true New Testament Churches.

AND, there are churches that Christ withdrew the candlestick from, thus no longer a
New Testament Church; and there are those who have been scripturally dismissed
from the church fellowship, who are no longer a part of any New Testament Church.

SO, NOT EVERY SAVED PERSON will be a part of the Bride of Christ.

JESUS DOESN'T MARRY THE WHOLE FAMIL Y OF GOD, JUST THOSE WHO
MAKE UP HIS FAITHFUL BRIDE (New Testament Church members found
faithful at the judgment seat of Christ) 2 Corinthians 11:2 Ephesians 5 :25-27
-Marriage is a union offaithfulness: Christ is faithful, and His bride will be those
deemed faithful to Christ, Revelation 19:7-9
-This is the prize of the high calling, Philippians 3:11-15
-This is the difference between the wise & foolish virgins, those included in the
marriage to the bridegroom, and those shut out, Matthew 25:1-13
BEW ARE! Satan is out to cast down the faithful & dislodge them from the Body of
Ghrist here on earth & thus the Bride of Christ in heaven: "there shall be weeping &
~ailing & gnashing of teeth" "ashamed at His coming" "saved, but so as by fire"
"shall suffer loss" 2 John 8 Revelation 3: 11

THE MARRIAGE OF THE LAMB & HIS BRIDE TAKES PLACE IN HEAVEN
BEFORE CHRIST RETURNS TO EARTH TO FIGHT THE BATTLE OF
ARMAGEDDON & SET UP HIS MILLENIAL KINGDOM, Rev.l9:9,11-
-On the New Earth, the Bride of Christ, Reigns With Christ As The New Jerusalem,
which is the capital city of the new earth, Revelation 21
-All the saints who are not a part of the Bride, are the other inhabitants on this new

earth, that bring their glory and honor into it, Revelation 21:24-26
-Note: the references to "the kings of the earth", there are rewarded positions for
those who lived in O.T. times, as well as during the Great Tribulation, etc.

Thus the Bride of Christ does not take anything away from the rewards of those who
were not a part of true New Testament Churches; But the New Jerusalem, which is
the Bride of Christ, is the supreme city, over all the New Earth.

THINGS TO CONSIDER:
-The Bride of Christ only comes forth from the ranks of true New Testament
Churches= the Body of Christ here on earth. Anything that is not a true New
Testament Church here on earth, will not be included in the Bride of Christ in
heaven.

-OF EQUAL IMPORTANCE: the Bride consists only of those who are called by the
Bridegroom to be His bride; and those who are the called, are those who have made
themselves ready, who have answered Christ's call in being faithful to Him while
they were a member of His Body on earth. (Not all who've had their name on a
church roll, fit this description) Ephesians 5 :26,27

-Just as there is a difference on earth in those that serve God faithfully and those who
are negligent, this difference will be magnified in view of eternal rewards and
positions in heaven. Cp, 2 Corinthians 5:9-11 when you get to heaven, will you then
be satisfied with the life you are now living? To get the right answer, you must not
confer with flesh and blood (that does not answer God's call- Galatians 1:15,16) but
you must deny yourself, take up your cross and seek the mind of Christ.
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